China MSA Latest Vessel Registration & Inspection Policy
Highlights — 10-Minute Read
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About this briefing / KT Af#{k: This document summarizes the 10 most impactful China MSA policy updates affecting
domestic vessel registration, inspection, and compliance. Each entry is designed to be read in approximately one minute
Original policy documents are available on the MSA official website (msa.gov.cn). Policy references and effective dates are

as publicly announced. Always verify against the latest official versions.
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Summary

China MSA has digitized vessel registration through the
Maritime “Single Window” platform. Key updates include:
online submission of registration documents (no physical
counter visit required for initial filing), reduced
processing time from 15 to 7 working days, electronic
Certificate of Registry now legally equivalent to paper
version, and strengthened ownership verification
requiring notarized corporate documents. All domestic
vessels =100 GT must complete registration renewal
within 90 days of ownership change. The new system
integrates with the national credit information system
— 1incomplete or false declarations may affect the
company’ s credit rating and future port clearance

e

Hp R LR B — B T B S e s .
LUOHAE: Bl UIER IR CERRIREHRRIIISE D |
PRI TAEH A 27 TAEH . B IdiE B S
AREASE BRI AF A s T A AU S 75 AR SO B
A 100 LML b B Py AT B AR ZE T A B B8 5 90K N 56 1081
W B ARG HEEEHEERGRS—— A BRI R T
REFEI A VAS V9 SR SR R

Impact / Action Required

Shipowners should audit their current registration
status immediately. Ensure corporate documents (business
license, legal representative ID) are notarized and
digitized. Register on the MSA Single Window platform
(zwfw. msa. gov. cn) if not already. Any vessel with
pending ownership or mortgage changes must complete
registration within the 90-day window to avoid
administrative penalties.
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Summary

China MSA updated the mandatory survey intervals for
domestic vessels: annual surveys remain unchanged, but
intermediate surveys for vessels 10-15 years old now
require dry-docking (previously in-water survey was
acceptable). Vessels over 15 years must undergo special
survey every 2.5 years (tightened from 5 years).
Enhanced hull thickness measurement requirements apply
— ultrasonic thickness measurement (UTM) reports must
be submitted electronically to the local MSA branch. New
requirement: all survey records and deficiency
rectification reports must be uploaded to the Maritime
Integrated Service Platform (HFFELEARSTF4E) within 30
days of survey completion

e

e [ i R SEORT T A A SR A e R SRR IR AN,
ELL0- ISAFFT I AR ) v TRV RR B0 00 5 #E 4G b H K N R ey v 4%
Z) o 155U, EARRAEANAUR 2. ST — R RIS (HB4ARIL
2O o I A R R ——E AR E (UTMD Rk 2L T
75 ARAE MG R 4 SOV o TSR I A e ic S AN BRI B
RS SUEART SR 56 UG 30K W B BIF LA RS T 6.

Impact / Action Required

Operators of vessels aged 10+ years face significantly
higher survey costs due to mandatory dry—-docking. Budget
for additional dry—dock time in the next survey window.
Ensure your UTM service provider can submit reports in
the required electronic format. Create a compliance
calendar tracking all vessel survey due dates — missed
surveys result in automatic suspension of the ship’s
certificate of seaworthiness
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Summary

The NSM Code (China’s domestic ISM equivalent)
application threshold has been lowered from 500 GT to
300 GT for oil tankers, chemical tankers, and passenger
ships. Bulk carriers and general cargo ships =500 GT
remain covered. New requirements: annual DOC (Document
of Compliance) audit must include at least one vessel
SMC (Safety Management Certificate) verification; non—
conformities (NCs) must be closed within 3 months
(tightened from 6 months); all NSM documentation must be
bilingual (Chinese + English working language)

Companies must appoint a full-time DPA (Designated
Person Ashore) — part-time DPA assignments are no
longer accepted for fleets of 3+ vessels
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Impact / Action Required

Smaller vessel operators (300-500 GT tankers/passenger
ships) newly under NSM must establish a full SMS within
the transition period (typically 12 months from notice)
Companies with 3+ vessels must hire or designate a full-
time DPA — calculate the additional personnel cost.
Audit your NC tracking system to ensure the 3-month
closure window is achievable
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Summary

Electronic port entry/exit reporting is now mandatory
for ALL Chinese-flagged vessels (previously only vessels
=300 GT). Reports must be submitted via the Maritime
Single Window or mobile app at least 4 hours before
arrival and 2 hours before departure. Key data fields
expanded: now require actual crew list (not planned)
dangerous goods declaration (if applicable), last PSC
inspection date and outcome, ship energy consumption
data (fuel type and quantity), and waste disposal plan
for the upcoming port stay. Failure to report or
inaccurate reporting incurs fines of RMB 5, 000-30, 000
per violation; repeated violations may result in vessel
detention.
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Impact / Action Required

Small vessel operators (<300 GT) must now adopt digital
reporting — ensure captains have access to the Maritime
Single Window app and training. Set up internal
procedures to collect and verify the expanded data
fields before each port call. Designate a shore-based
person responsible for pre-arrival report accuracy
checks.
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Summary

China has implemented mandatory ship energy consumption
reporting aligned with IMO DCS (Data Collection System).
All vessels =400 GT on domestic voyages must report:
total fuel consumption by type (HFO, MGO, LNG), distance
travelled, hours underway, cargo carried (tonnes), and
calculated EEOI (Energy Efficiency Operational
Indicator). Reports are due quarterly (previously
annual). Data must be verified by a recognized
organization (RO/classification society) before
submission. Aggregated data feeds into China’s Ship
Carbon Intensity Indicator (CII) rating system, which
will affect port fee tiers from 2027
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Impact / Action Required

Shipowners must implement onboard fuel monitoring
systems or procedures to track consumption by type
Engage your classification society early for data
verification — last-minute verification requests may
cause missed deadlines and penalties. The CII rating
will directly impact operating costs from 2027 —
vessels rated D or E for three consecutive years must
submit an approved corrective action plan
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Summary
China MSA updated minimum safe manning scales effective
January 2025. Key changes: coastal vessels 500-3, 000 GT
now require a Chief Engineer (3#1¥) with Class B
certificate (previously Class C was sufficient); all
vessels with ECDIS must carry at least two officers with
type-specific ECDIS training certificates; passenger
ships must increase deck ratings by 1-2 positions
depending on passenger capacity; tugboats and offshore
supply vessels have new dedicated manning scales
Manning certificates must be re—issued by the vessel s
local MSA office by June 2025. Vessels operating with
expired or non—compliant manning certificates face
detention.
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Impact / Action Required
Audit your crew certification against the new manning
scales immediately. Identify any certificate upgrades
needed (especially Chief Engineer B-to—A upgrades)
Budget for additional training costs (ECDIS type—
specific training for 2+ officers). Apply for re—issued
manning certificates well before the June 2025 deadline
— MSA offices will be overloaded near the deadline
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Summary

China’ s DECA Phase 2 tightens emission requirements:
inland river and coastal vessels within Hainan waters
must now use 0.10% sulphur fuel (previously 0.50%) ;
Yangtze River and Pearl River mainline vessels over 600
kW must install NOx Tier III compliant engines for
newbuilds from January 2026; shore power connection is
now mandatory for vessels at berth >2 hours in all major
ports (Shanghai, Shenzhen, Ningbo-Zhoushan, Qingdao
Tianjin) ; vessels without shore power capability must
submit a retrofit plan to MSA by December 2025. Non-—
compliance fines range from RMB 10, 000 to 100,000 per
violation
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Impact / Action Required

Operators calling Hainan ports must source 0.10% sulphur
fuel or risk fines. Vessels without shore power
capability operating in major ports should start
retrofit planning immediately — shore power
installation can take 3-6 months and costs RMB

200, 000-500, 000 depending on vessel size. Yangtze River
vessel operators planning newbuilds must specify NOx
Tier III engines.

S/ i RINAT S

FESEV R 113878 T TR 0. LO%MAR & B Ry, 55 U THT I 713K
PE 32 22U T2 E R A B 5 F B8 7 B R R RIS 3 e A
Rl—— e v BT BE3-64 H S ARSI N 2920-50 75
TCo TR @M RTINS & T AR ENOx Tier TITRZNHL.

https://www. msa. gov. cn/page/zcfg/zcfg index. html



B Seafarer Certification — Digital Upgrade M5l H——3# 7k TH2%

POLICY REF  (rhe N RILANE M 7 541D (2024481T), [HS5HE4

Summary

China MSA launched the electronic Seafarer’s Passport
(L THEAF) system. Key features: digital certificate
stored in the MSA mobile app with QR code verification,
replacing physical certificate books for domestic
voyages; all Chinese seafarer certificates (CoC, CoP,
medical fitness, basic safety training) integrated into
a single digital profile; real-time validity checks
available to shipowners and PSC inspectors; seafarers
can renew certificates online without visiting an MSA
office (medical examination must still be conducted at
an approved hospital). Paper certificates remain valid
for international voyages. Transition period ends
December 2025 — all domestic seafarers must register
their digital profile
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Impact / Action Required

Crew managers should ensure all Chinese seafarers
download and register on the MSA mobile app. Update crew
onboarding procedures to include digital certificate
verification (QR code scan). For international voyages,
maintain both digital and paper copies. Ensure medical
examination tracking aligns with the digital system’s
real—-time validity flags.
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Summary

China MSA consolidated all maritime administrative
procedures into one digital platform: vessel
registration, crew certification, port clearance
dangerous goods declaration, ship survey booking
pollution reporting, and fee payment are now processed
through a single portal (zwfw.msa.gov.cn or the “HFZHiH”
mobile app). Key improvements: one—time submission of
vessel/company data — no repeated entry across forms;
integrated fee payment (WeChat Pay, Alipay, corporate
bank transfer); real-time application status tracking;
electronic seals and signatures recognized for all MSA
documents. The system interconnects with Customs
Immigration, and Port Authority platforms for true “one-

stop” clearance
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Impact / Action Required

If your company hasn’t yet registered on the Single
Window, do so immediately — some MSA offices have
stopped accepting paper submissions. Assign at least one
staff member as the platform administrator. Integrate
the Single Window API with your internal fleet
management system if available. Training is essential —
MSA offers free online tutorials on the platform.
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Summary

China MSA revised its administrative penalty schedule
with significantly increased fines for common
violations: operating without valid certificates (fine
increased from RMB 20, 000-100, 000 to RMB 50, 000-500, 000
with potential criminal referral); pollution discharge
in restricted waters (fine from RMB 50, 000-200, 000 to
RMB 100, 000-1, 000, 000) ; false reporting in port
entry/exit declarations (new penalty category, RMB

10, 000-50, 000) ; exceeding safe manning working hours
(new penalty, RMB 5,000-20,000 per affected seafarer);
AIS tampering or intentional shutdown (fine increased to
RMB 20, 000-200, 000 with master’ s certificate
suspension). A new “three strikes” rule means three
violations within 12 months trigger mandatory company
audit by MSA.
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Impact / Action Required

The increased penalty scale demands higher compliance
diligence. Implement a compliance dashboard tracking all
vessel certificates, crew working hours, and reporting
deadlines. The “three strikes” rule means even minor
violations accumulate — treat every infraction as a
risk to your operating license. Budget for higher
legal/compliance costs. Consider engaging a maritime
compliance consultant for quarterly audits
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Data Source / %4l kKifi: China Maritime Safety Administration (WP ANERILAIEEFFH)F) official public documents msa. gov. cn. Policies summarized may be
subject to further amendment. This is an Al-assisted summary for reference only.
Disclaimer / %57/ Hi: This briefing is for informational purposes only. It does not constitute legal advice. Always consult the original MSA
documents, your flag state administration, and qualified maritime legal counsel for compliance decisions. VesselNexus assumes no liability for actions
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